
Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 Thank you for such a great start!  It was lovely seeing so many families 
at the PTA family scavenger hunt!  Our next PTA family night is the 
hayride and chili cook-off; you won’t want to miss it.  We will need 
some extra volunteers for that fun night, so be sure to look for emails 
in the future asking for a few minutes of your time and for your fantas-

tic chili entries for our cook-off. 

   Students and teachers are diving into curriculum as most of the be-
ginning of the year testing is ending.  Thank you for making reading, 
writing and math practice a priority in your homes and for supporting 
your children with their nightly homework.  School study habits that 
are formed in elementary school pay off later in middle and high 

school. It’s worth the effort! 

   Parent/teacher conferences are the week of October 17-20.  Please 
look for information from your child’s teacher and be sure to take time 
for those conferences. 
 
 
     

 We’ve been working hard on demonstrating the Character Trait Vir-
tues throughout our days at school and hopefully you are seeing them 
at home as well.  The character trait virtues that we are focusing on 
are:  respect, self-discipline, responsibility/honesty, perseverance, 
and compassion. 

       Jenny Wielinski 

Principal’s Message 

Brookside News Brief 

 

 

 

 

Mark your Calendar! 

OCTOBER: 

4-11—CogaT/Iowa Test for 4th 

graders 

7—1st, 3rd, 5th grade Hearing/

Vision Screening 

11—PTA meeting 7pm 

14-18 PTA Book Fair 

17-20 Conference Week 

20—PTA Hayride and Chili Cook-

off 6:30pm 

21—Professional Development—

NO SCHOOL FOR  

 STUDENTS 

28—Fall Harvest Class Celebra-

tion 1:30-2:30 (please see 

page 2 for WCS “Food-at-

School” practices.) 

31—Halloween—Trick or Treat, 

6-8pm in Worthington 

NOVEMBER: 

6—Daylight Savings Time ends 

(turn clocks back) 

8—Election Day—don’t forget to 

vote!!!! 

11—Veteran’s Day—Assembly 

8:15 
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Worthington Schools Mission Statement 

To empower a community of learners who will change the world. 

October 2016 

From the Office 
Parents, remember—if you child arrives at school after 
8am, he or she MUST be signed in by a parent.  
Thanks for your cooperation! 
 

Transportation changes—if you are changing your child’s transportation 
home, please contact the school by 2:00 PM.  Thank  you! 

Have you paid your student’s classroom fees?  A friendly reminder—If 
you have not paid and do not receive free lunch, you can pay online 
by going to www.MyPaymentsPlus.com or by sending a check to 
school. 

EMERGENCY INFORMATION UPDATE—If you have not updated your 
child’s emergency information, please go to 
www.worthington.k12.oh.us and make the changes.  Thanks!              

http://www.worthington-portal.org/
http://www.worthington.k12.oh.us/schools/brooks/
http://www.MyPaymentsPlus.com


Food-at-School Practices—Harvest Party on 10/28 
“In Worthington Schools, we continue to believe that learning to celebrate is part of learning about real 
life.  To that end, we will continue to work with parents and PTAs in facilitating school parties that share 
the fullness of living in community with our students.  Elementary school will continue to plan for parties 
such as Fall Harvest, Winter, Valentines’, etc., and these parties will naturally include food.  Principals 
will work with their PTA and parents to provide a balance of party activities, crafts, games and food that 
are thoughtfully provided with awareness of healthful choices related to food allergens and conditions 
such as diabetes.  With the wide variety of allergies we encounter, we encourage the use of pre-packaged 

food items that contain of list of ingredients.”  Excerpted from the August 2016 letter sent to families 

 

Brookside Parents—in order to look out for the safety and 
well being of all of our students, we are asking that any 
food snacks that you arranged with your child’s teacher 
to send to school for our upcoming Harvest party be ap-
proved, in advance, by our school nurse or principal.  As 
mentioned above, all food items must be pre-packaged  
and include a list of ingredients.  We know you understand 
and agree that these steps are necessary for the safety and 
well-being of all students.  If you have any questions, 

please don’t hesitate to call me!   

P a w  P r i d e !  

 

You have been awarded a 

Bobcat Paw Print 
We noticed you were 

Demonstrating one of our 

Character trait virtues. 

Thank you! 
 

You make a difference at 

Brookside.  Keep up the terrific 

Effort! 

 

Name: 

Grade: 

 

 Respect—I treat myself, 

other and property with re-

spect. 

 Self-Discipline—I make 

good choices. 

 Responsibility/Honesty—I 

accept responsibility for my 

choices. 

 Perseverance—I always 

strive to do my best. 

 Compassion—I am kind to 

others. 

 Other: 

Name:                          

Grade: 

Celebrate Paw 

Pride! 
Parents, if you child brings home 

one of these “Paw Pride” slips, he 

or she was “caught” displaying 

one of our character trait vir-

tues!.   

We work very hard to provide 

a positive, warm and welcoming 

climate where students are 

recognized on a regular basis 

for doing the right thing.  We 

are  full of terrific children 

and you need to know more 

about the great things they 

do!  

We support all of Worthing-

ton's twelve character trait 

virtues every month but focus 

specifically on: honesty, re-

spect, responsibility, compas-

sion, self-discipline and perse-

verance.   

This is a great opportunity to 

encourage your child to practice 



Planning for Safety in our Schools 
The safety of our staff, students, and community is always a 

priority in Worthington Schools 

Statistics show that when staff and students within a school 

are prepared with knowledge and practice, they respond to 

emergency situations with positive results.  For that reason, 

schools have always engaged in routines, drills and learning 

that support everyone’s safety. 

 

Historically, schools have participated in the following safety 

drills: 

Fire Drills that provide knowledge about reporting fire hazards, and experience with a 

safe evacuation of the building using multiple exits  

Weather Drills that provide knowledge about how to be calm and safe in the event of 

weather related events (such as a tornado), and experience with locating sheltered 

space within the building in which safety is maximized. 

Lock-Down Drills that provide knowledge about circumstances in which free movement in 

and around the building is curtailed (such as neighborhood disturbances or unruly school 

visitors), and experience with locking down the school perimeter, classrooms, and com-

mon areas to keep students safe in a secure area until the circumstance passes. 

This year, we will be adding a new drill to our safety repertoire. 

A Rally Point Drill will make students and staff aware of a process for gathering at a safety 

rally point in the event that an emergency takes place which necessitates the evacuation of 

the building and students and staff need to be further away from the building than a typical 

fire drill. 

 

Last school year, Worthington Police worked with school staff by facilitating ALICE (Alert, 

Lockdown, Inform, Counter, Evacuate) Training. Part of this training for staff included how to 

take additional counter measures during a “lockdown” to facilitate students in an evacuation to 

a school “Rally Point” from which students could be transported to a “reunification” location, 

designated as the Worthington Education Center (WEC), to be joined to parents. 

 

During the month of October, our elementary principals and Library Media Staff will be shar-

ing an age-appropriate informational picture book with students in grades K-6. The book out-

lines awareness building for students, and includes teaching about a school rally point, which 

students will locate and visit. 

 

Our schools are great communities for learning. Being prepared for unplanned interruptions is 

one way to build confidence for ultimate student safety.  The safety of our staff, students, 

and community is always our priority. 




